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The Changes of Educational Purpose in the Institution of Recurrent
Education
The Case of “Labor Gakuen” in Kyoto City

Takahito OKUMURA

The purpose of this paper is to consider the changes of educational/learning activities for workers
through the analysis of educational purpose of “labor gakuen” where education for workers is actively
provided.

By comparing the labor gakuen’s educational purpose from the time of its establishment and today,
the results of the analysis are as follows. First, the center of educational purpose shifted from
developing groups as labor union to cultivating individuals’ abilities. Second, vocational and practical
subjects are increasing for educational contents. Third, the target of labor gakuen shifted from a
person related to the labor union to general workers or to people who want to work. It is considered

that the background is changing since the category of “laborer” is becoming vague.
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